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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 4, 6-8, 10, 12-16 and 19-21 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this ora foreign country or in public 

use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6-8, 10, 12-16 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Itaki et al (US 20020030840 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus (scanner 
12, para. 0135) comprising: 

an acquisition component (controller 12C, para. 0139) which acquires instruction 
data which describes process information (information which describes the print 
operation screen, para. 0139), the process information representing a series of 
processes (processing routines and operation screen display processing, para. 0147), 
at least one of the processes to be performed to document data, and setting information 
including at least a setting item and a setting value for setting execution contents of the 
processes (figure 33 shows a job having a series of settings, or setting changes, to be 
applied to a print job, para. 0132 and para. 0289); 

an extraction component (user interface extracts the information necessary to 
display the print operation screen, para. 0139) which extracts from the instruction data 
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the setting information to be displayed on a display component (display panel 12B, 
para. 0136); 

a generation component (HTML generates screen information for display on 
display panel 12B, para. 0137) which generates screen information for displaying a 
screen on the display component on the basis of the setting information extracted by the 
extraction component, wherein the generation component generates the screen 
information by obtaining a screen structure on the basis of display specifications of the 
display component and by applying the setting information to the obtained screen 
structure (screen structure generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., 
para. 0137); 

wherein the display component displays a screen on the basis of the screen 
information, the instruction data further includes storage location information 
representing a position of an external device in which the screen information is stored in 
advance (the user interface part is stored in the memory 12D of scanner 12 and 
attributes of printers 16 are stored in server 14, para. 0137. Attributes include network 
addresses, or locations, of printers 16D, paras. 0005 and 0017), and 

the acquisition component further acquires the screen information based on the 
storage location information (a retrieved list of printers 16 includes the attributes of 
location information of printers 16D, para. 0253). 

Regarding claim 3, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the generation component includes an interpreting component which interprets 
a display item for defining the screen structure on the basis of the setting information 
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extracted by the extraction component (screen structure generated includes icons, 
buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137 which are inherently interpreted by HTML). 

Regarding claim 4, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the acquisition component acquires the instruction data from an external device 
(information which describes the print operation screen is acquired from a server 14, 
para. 0139). 

Regarding claim 6, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 4, 
wherein the storage location information is address information representing the 
position of an external storage device (a retrieved list of printers 16 includes the 
attributes of location information of printers 16D, para. 0253), which is connected to a 
communication network (network 10, para. 0135). 

Regarding claim 7, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 4, 
wherein the acquisition component can be connected to a server in which the screen 
information is stored, and acquires the screen information from the server (information 
which describes the print operation screen is acquired from a server 14 by a controller 
12C, para. 0139). 

Regarding claim 8, Itaki et al disclose an image processing method which can 
acquire instruction data which describes process information, the process information 
representing a series of processes (controller 12C, para. 0139 acquires information 
which describes the print operation screen, para. 0139; processing routines and 
operation screen display processing, para. 0147), at least one of the processes to be 
performed to document data, and setting information including at least a setting item 
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and a setting value for setting execution contents of the processes (figure 33 shows a 
job having a series of settings, or setting changes, to be applied to a print job, para. 
0132 and para. 0289), the image processing method comprising the steps of: 

extracting from the instruction data the setting information to be displayed (user 
interface extracts the information necessary to display the print operation screen, para. 
0139); 

generating screen information for displaying a screen on the basis of the 
extracted setting information (HTML generates screen information for display on display 
panel 12B, para. 0137), wherein the screen information is generated by obtaining a 
screen structure on the basis of display specifications of a display component and by 
applying the setting information to the obtained screen structure (screen structure 
generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137); and 

displaying the screen on the display component on the basis of the generated 
screen information, wherein the instruction data further includes a location where the 
document data is stored, the document data is obtained from the location, image 
processing is made to the obtained document data (the user interface part is stored in 
the memory 12D of scanner 12 and attributes of printers 16 are stored in server 14, 
para. 0137. Attributes include network addresses, or locations, of printers 16D, paras. 
0005 and 0017), and 

the above steps are performed by a processor (controller 12C). 

Regarding claim 10, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus (scanner 



12, para. 0135) comprising: 
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an acquisition component (controller 12C, para. 0139) which acquires instruction 
data which describes process information (information which describes the print 
operation screen, para. 0139), the process information representing a series of 
processes (processing routines and operation screen display processing, para. 0147), 
at least one of the processes to be performed to document data, and setting information 
including at least a setting item and a setting value for setting execution contents of the 
processes, the setting item containing a certain process of the series of processes to be 
displayed, the setting value including a necessary value for the execution of the certain 
process of the series of processes (figure 33 shows a job having a series of settings, or 
setting changes, to be applied to a print job, para. 0132 and para. 0289); 

an extraction component (user interface extracts the information necessary to 
display the print operation screen, para. 0139) which extracts from the instruction data 
the setting information to be displayed on a display component (display panel 12B, 
para. 0136); 

a generation component (HTML generates screen information for display on 
display panel 12B, para. 0137) which generates screen information for displaying a 
screen on the display component on the basis of the setting information extracted by the 
extraction component, wherein the generation component generates the screen 
information by obtaining a screen structure on the basis of display specifications of the 
display component and by applying the setting information to the screen structure; 
wherein the display component which displays a screen on the basis of the screen 
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information (screen structure generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., 
para. 0137), and 

the setting information further includes location information for displaying the at 
least one setting item at a specified location on the screen structure (screen structure 
generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137. The icons are 
positioned in figure 9.). 

Regarding claim 12, Itaki et al disclose an image processing method which can 
acquire an instruction data which describes process information, the instruction data 
including: 

(i) a series of processes of image processing made to document data (controller 
12C, para. 0139 acquires information which describes the print operation screen, para. 
0139; processing routines and operation screen display processing, para. 0147); and 

(ii) setting information for setting the processing contents of the image 
processing, when the instruction data is acquired, the setting information is extracted 
from the instruction data, the extracted setting information being displayed on a screen 
that receives an operation input from a user, and the image processing being carried 
out by setting information selected by a user (screen structure generated includes icons, 
buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137. The icons for image processing are 
positioned in figure 9.), 

wherein the above steps are performed by a processor (controller 12C). 

Regarding claim 13, Itaki et al disclose an image processing method of claim 12, 



wherein: 
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(i) the instruction data further includes a location where the document data is 
stored (the user interface part is stored in the memory 12D of scanner 12 and attributes 
of printers 16 are stored in server 14, para. 0137. Attributes include network addresses, 
or locations, of printers 16D, paras. 0005 and 0017); 

(ii) the document data is obtained from the location (display panel 12B can 
access the image data from memory location 12D, para. 0136); and 

(iii) image processing is made to the obtained document data (screen structure 
generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137). 

Regarding claim 14, Itaki et al disclose an image processing method of claim 12, 
wherein: 

(i) the instruction data further includes contents of a screen structure for 
displaying (see at least figs. 11, 16, 17, 18A); 

(ii) the screen structure is generated in accordance with the contents (see at 
least figs. 11, 16, 17, 18A); and 

(iii) the setting information is reflected in a generated screen structure (screen 
structure generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137). 

Regarding claim 15, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 
1, wherein: 

(i) the instruction data further includes a location where the document data is 
stored (the user interface part is stored in the memory 12D of scanner 12 and attributes 
of printers 16 are stored in server 14, para. 0137. Attributes include network addresses, 
or locations, of printers 16D, paras. 0005 and 0017); 
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(ii) the document data is obtained from the location (display panel 12B can 
access the image data from memory location 12D, para. 0136); and 

(iii) image processing is made to the obtained document data (using processing 
routines stored in memory 12D, para. 0138). 

Regarding claim 16, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 
1, wherein: 

(i) the instruction data further includes contents of a screen structure for 
displaying (see at least figs. 11, 16, 17, 18A); 

(ii) the screen structure is generated in accordance with the contents (see at 
least figs. 1 1 , 1 6, 1 7, 1 8A); and 

(iii) the setting information is reflected in a generated screen structure (screen 
structure generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137). 

Regarding claim 19, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 
10, wherein: 

(i) the instruction data further includes a location where the document data is 
stored (the user interface part is stored in the memory 12D of scanner 12 and attributes 
of printers 16 are stored in server 14, para. 0137. Attributes include network addresses, 
or locations, of printers 16D, paras. 0005 and 0017); 

(ii) the document data is obtained from the location (display panel 12B can 
access the image data from memory location 12D, para. 0136); and 

(iii) image processing is made to the obtained document data (using processing 
routines stored in memory 12D, para. 0138). 
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Regarding claim 20, Itaki et al disclose an image processing apparatus of claim 
10, wherein: 

(i) the instruction data further includes contents of a screen structure for 
displaying (see at least figs. 11, 16, 17, 18A); 

(ii) the screen structure is generated in accordance with the contents (see at 
least figs. 11, 16, 17, 1 8A); and 

(iii) the setting information is reflected in a generated screen structure (screen 
structure generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137). 

Regarding claim 21, Itaki et al disclose an image processing method which can 
acquire instruction data which describes process information (controller 12C, para. 0139 
acquires information which describes the print operation screen, para. 0139), the 
process information representing a series of processes (processing routines and 
operation screen display processing, para. 0147), at least one of the processes to be 
performed to document data, and setting information including at least a setting item 
and a setting value for setting execution contents of the processes (figure 33 shows a 
job having a series of settings, or setting changes, to be applied to a print job, para. 
0132 and para. 0289), the image processing method comprising the steps of: 

extracting from the instruction data the setting information to be displayed (user 
interface extracts the information necessary to display the print operation screen, para. 
0139); 

generating screen information for displaying a screen on the basis of the 
extracted setting information (HTML generates screen information for display on display 
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panel 12B, para. 0137), wherein the screen information is generated by obtaining a 
screen structure on the basis of display specifications of a display component and by 
applying the setting information to the obtained screen structure (screen structure 
generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137); and 

displaying the screen on the display component on the basis of the generated 
screen information, wherein the instruction data further includes contents of a screen 
structure for displaying, the screen structure is generated in accordance with the 
contents, the setting information is reflected in a generated screen structure (screen 
structure generated includes icons, buttons, frames, scroll bar, etc., para. 0137. The 
icons are positioned in figure 9.), and 

the above steps are performed by a processor. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THOMAS J. LETT whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7464. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/THOMAS J LETT/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Dov Popovici/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 




